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Typical Foundation Requirements 
for Start-Up Nonprofits 

    501(c)3 Status 

    Board of Directors (appointed/elected and involved) 

    Financial information 

• Pro forma balance sheet 
• Pro forma income and expense projections (three years) 
• Pro forma cash flow 
• Breakeven analysis 
 

    Bylaws and Board Policies 

    3-year Business Plan (including operating plan, and 
strategy for income generation and sustainability) 

    Administrator’s Bio and Resume 

    Organizational Chart and Job Descriptions 

    Documentation of Need (organization must address a   
clearly identified and documented need in the community) 

    Letters of Support (organization must reflect a strong base   
of community support) 

    Marketing and Project Materials (inclusive of web presence) 
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